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Coach Grover was born in Pensacola, grad-
uating from Pensacola Catholic High School in
1988. After graduation, he attended Livingston
University before returning home and com-
pleting his degree at the University of West
Florida.

In 1997, Paul began his coaching career at
his alma mater, Pensacola Catholic High
School, coaching football and baseball. How-
ever, in 1998, he began his true passion,
coaching girls’ basketball, where he remained
the school's assistant coach until 2000. In
1999, under his leadership, the girls won a
state title, and in 2000 they were runner ups.
Finally, last year, Paul moved to Jay High
School, becoming head coach of the girls’
basketball team, and working with his dear
friend and Jay Athletic Director, Lance Young-
blood.

Coach Grover’s friends, family, and students
will remember him as a selfless man, hard-
working and encouraging. Outside of love of
organized sports, Paul was also an avid
sportsman and active member of Olive Baptist
Church.

My wife, Vicki, and | will keep all who love
him, especially his mother Lily; brothers,
George and Richard; sisters Sharon, Barbara,
and Marlanne, as well as his numerous
nieces, nephews, and godchildren in our
thoughts and prayers.

TRIBUTE TO MAX MONTHEI

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Max
Monthei, a member of the 2016 lowa Boys 2A
State Golf Tournament Championship Team.

Max, and his teammates at Panorama High
School, persevered through a tough season.
With steady and consistent play at the state
tournament, these students showed the state
of lowa that they were worthy of a state cham-
pionship two years in a row.

Mr. Speaker, Max’s determination, hard
work, commitment and team work is what con-
tributed to the stellar success of his team. His
willingness to give it his best effort is what will
be valuable later in life and | am honored to
represent Max in the United States Congress.
| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Max Monthei and his team for com-
peting and winning this rigorous competition.
We all share in wishing him nothing but con-
tinued success.

H.R. 5456

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following extraneous materials on H.R. 5456,
the Family First Prevention Services Act of
2016:
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FOSTER FAMILY-BASED
TREATMENT ASSOCIATION,
Hackensack, NJ, June 15, 2016.

Re: H.R. 5456 Family First Prevention Serv-
ice Act

Hon. KEVIN BRADY,

Chair, House Ways and Means Committee,
Washington, DC.

Hon. VERN BUCHANAN,

Chair, House Human Resources Subcommittee,
Washington, DC.

Hon. ORRIN HATCH,

Chair, Senate Finance Committee, Washington,
DC.

Hon. SANDER LEVIN,

Ranking Member, Ways and Means,

Washington, DC.

Hon. LLOYD DOGGETT,

Ranking Member, House Human Resource Sub-
committee, Washington, DC.

Hon. RON WYDEN,

Ranking Member, Senate Finance Ranking
Member, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BRADY AND RANKING MEM-
BER LEVIN; SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR BUCHANAN
AND RANKING MEMBER DOGGETT, AND CHAIR-
MAN HATCH AND RANKING MEMBER WYDEN:
The Foster Family-based Treatment Asso-
ciation congratulates you on the important
bipartisan work and agreement reflected in
H.R. 5456 Family First Prevention Service
Act.

Title I will provide crucial funding to keep
families together, in particular those facing
substance abuse problems, mental health,
and generational deprivation of health par-
enting skills. Providing funding to address
these crises is the first step to reforming our
child welfare system so that families might
stay together whenever possible and safe and
avoid additional trauma of family breakup.

Title II will provide clarity about profes-
sional roles and responsibilities to assess
each child and provide the most appropriate,
least restrictive placement when a child
must be removed from their home. Overall
the bill recognizes the importance of a con-
tinuum of care from family support to fam-
ily-like out of home placement to congregate
care placements as needed by a child and
family contingent on on-going, individual-
ized assessments.

We look forward to working with the 115th
Congress to be sure that this full continuum
is supported and efficient: that qualified res-
idential programs are able to meet these new
requirements and serve youth clearly need-
ing that level of care, and that community-
based, family-like settings are supported and
sustained so that youth who would otherwise
be at the residential level of care can be
served safely and professionally in the com-
munity in placements with biological fam-
ily, with kin or guardians, or with non-kin-
ship foster families.

We furthermore support the important re-
authorization of Title IV-B programs and are
especially pleased to see continuation of the
adoption-kinship incentives, court improve-
ment funds, and the regional partnership
grants.

Again, thank you for your work on H.R.
5456. Please call on FFTA as we move for-
ward in improving the family preservation
and foster care systems for all of America’s
youth requiring such support.

Sincerely,
JODIE A. AUSTIN,
LCSW, Board President.
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CONFERENCE OF CHIEF JUSTICES AND
CONFERENCE OF STATE COURT AD-
MINISTRATORS, GOVERNMENT RE-
LATIONS OFFICE,

June 15, 2016.
Re: Family First Prevention Services Act of
2016 (H.R. 5456)

Hon. KEVIN BRADY

Chairman, Ways and Means Committee,

House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

Hon. VERN BUCHANAN,

Chairman, Subcommittee on Human Resources,
Ways and Means Committee, House of Rep-
resentatives, Washington, DC.

Hon. SANDER M. LEVIN,

Ranking Member, Ways and Means Committee,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

Hon. LLOYD DOGGETT,

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Human Re-
sources, Ways and Means Committee, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BRADY, RANKING MEMBER
LEVIN, CHAIRMAN BUCHANAN, AND RANKING
MEMBER DOGGETT: On behalf of the Con-
ference of Chief Justices and the Conference
of State Court Administrators, we are writ-
ing in support of your efforts to promote and
improve outcomes for the children and youth
who come to the attention of the child wel-
fare system, including children in foster
care. Over the decades the House Ways and
Means Committee, with bipartisan support,
has taken significant steps forward on behalf
of our most vulnerable children.

We are aware that the House Ways and
Means Committee is considering the Family
First Prevention Services Act of 2016 (H.R.
5456), which would allow funds under Title
IV-E of the Social Security Act to be used
for prevention services to help keep children
at risk of placement in foster care safely at
home with their parents or kin and would
take important steps to ensure that children
who need to enter foster care will be placed
in the least restrictive setting appropriate to
their needs, by targeting federal dollars on
smaller family-foster homes and on other
care settings for children and youth with
special treatment needs or those in special
circumstances, such as pregnant and par-
enting teens or older youth in independent
living settings.

For your information, we enclose resolu-
tion, In Support of Reforms to Improve the
Outcomes for Children in the Child Welfare
System, recently adopted by our respective
Conferences. We commend your efforts to
promote and improve outcomes for the chil-
dren and youth who come to the attention of
the child welfare system. We hope that you
consider our resolutions and support as you
move forward to adopt this legislation.

Additionally, the legislation reauthorizes
child and family services programs under
Title IV-B of the Social Security Act, in-
cluding the three Court Improvement Pro-
gram (CIP) grants through FY 2021 at the
current $30 million level. The three CIP
grant programs are critical for state courts
as they provide the only federal funds to
state courts for the purpose of improving
state court oversight of abuse and neglect
cases; and have been invaluable in assisting
courts to improve and expedite our processes
and procedures. These funds have resulted in
abused and neglected children moving more
expeditiously to safe, permanent homes and
improved outcomes for children in need of
protection. Our work, however, is not com-
plete, so the reauthorization of these funds
will allow us to continue our work to im-
prove results for these children.

We look forward to working with you to
ensure these child welfare reforms will truly
benefit children who come to the attention
of the child welfare system and to continue
to explore additional improvements on their
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behalf to ensure they all have safe, perma-
nent families. Thank you for your con-
tinuing leadership on behalf of these chil-
dren.
Sincerely,
Hon. DAVID GILBERTSON,
President, Conference
of Chief Justices.
PATRICIA W. GRIFFIN,
President, Conference
of State Court Ad-
ministrators.
CONFERENCE OF CHIEF JUSTICES AND CON-
FERENCE OF STATE COURT ADMINISTRATORS

RESOLUTION 5—IN SUPPORT OF REFORMS TO IM-
PROVE THE OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN IN THE
CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM

Whereas, the Conference of Chief Justices
and the Conference of State Court Adminis-
trators recognize the importance of securing
safe and permanent homes for children and
the importance of moving children in state
custody to permanent and safe homes as
quickly as possible through the efficient and
effective handling of child abuse and neglect
cases; and

Whereas, the Conferences have made child
welfare system reform a priority and under-
taken initiatives to strengthen court over-
sight of child welfare cases; and

Whereas, Congress is considering a number
of legislative proposals that seek to improve
the outcomes for children coming to the at-
tention of the child welfare system; and

Whereas, the legislative proposals have
provisions that would:

allow states to use Title IV-E funds for
time-limited prevention services for eligible
children who are candidates for foster care
at “imminent risk’” of entering or re-enter-
ing foster care but who can safely remain at
home or with a kinship caregiver if provided
services, or pregnant and parenting youth in
foster care, or parents or kin caregivers of
children at risk of entering foster care;

allow Title IV-E funds to be used to pro-
vide evidence-based time-limited prevention
services for up to 12 months when an inter-
vention is necessary;

require state child welfare agencies to de-
velop a prevention plan for each case that
lists the services or assistance needed and
identifies the permanency goal for a child,
how services are tied to the placement and
permanency goal and are trauma-informed
in order to receive time-limited prevention
services;

allow for a child to receive a Title IV-E
maintenance payment when placed with a
parent in a residential substance abuse
treatment facility;

provide short-term financial assistance
through Title IV-B for up to three months
for a child’s parent or kinship caregivers
when it can be demonstrated that such as-
sistance can prevent a child from entering
foster care;

eliminate the time limit on the use of
Title IV-B funds for family reunification
services for children in foster care;

require states to take steps to safely re-
duce the inappropriate use of congregate/
group care for children in the child welfare
system;

require state child welfare agencies, at the
initial placement and subsequent state re-
views and permanency hearings, to dem-
onstrate why the child cannot be served in a
least restrictive placement and document ef-
forts it has made to place the child into a
more family-like setting;

require state child welfare agencies to con-
duct an assessment of appropriate placement
prior to each permanency hearing or review;

require courts to review the assessment of
the initial congregate care placements and
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updated assessments of congregate care
placements and approve or disapprove those
placements;

condition receipt of Court Improvement
Program funding on the provision of training
for judges about new federal policies on
placement of foster children in non-family
settings;

amend the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require a state plan for
academic content and achievement stand-
ards to describe how the state will ensure
the educational stability of children in fos-
ter care and include assurances that: a foster
child will remain or be enrolled in the child’s
school of origin absent a determination that
such enrollment is not in the child’s best in-
terest; if such a determination is made, the
child will be immediately enrolled in a new
school, which must immediately contact the
child’s previous school to obtain relevant
records; and the state will designate a point
of contact for child welfare agencies; and

allow states to certify that the state will
provide assistance and services under the
John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence
Program to youths who have aged out of fos-
ter care and have not attained age 23; and

Whereas, state courts, in their oversight
role, have a responsibility to insure that
state child welfare agencies are complying
with these new federal policies and require-
ments; and

Whereas, while these added responsibilities
will lengthen the time of court hearings, the
Conference of Chief Justices and the Con-
ference of State Court Administrators are
committed to working with Congress and the
United States Department of Health and
Human Services to effectively implement
the new policies and requirements: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Conference of Chief Jus-
tices and the Conference of State Court Ad-
ministrators urge Congress to give favorable
consideration to these legislative proposals;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Conference of Chief Jus-
tices and the Conference of State Court Ad-
ministrators further urge Congress and the
United States Department of Health and
Human Services to provide adequate funding
to state courts to: provide training for
judges and court personnel so that they un-
derstand and comply with the federal poli-
cies and requirements; develop resources and
best court practices; and fully implement
these resources and best practices.

Adopted as proposed by the CCJ/COSCA
Courts, Children, and Families Committee at
the Conference of State Court Administra-
tors 2015 Midyear Meeting on December 5,
2015 and at the Conference of Chief Justices
2016 Midyear Meeting on February 3, 2016.

THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS,
Austin, Texas, June 20, 2016.
Re: Family First Prevention Services Act of
2016 (H.R. 5456)

Hon. KEVIN BRADY,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR KEVIN: I understand the House may
vote tomorrow on the Family First Preven-
tion Services Act of 2016 (H.R. 5456), and that
the bill has broad support so far. It would
allow Social Security Title IV-E funds to im-
prove the foster care system. It would also
reauthorize child and family service pro-
grams under Title IV-B of the Social Secu-
rity Act including the three Court Improve-
ment Program grants through FY 2021 at the
current $30 million level. These grants are
critical for state courts in improving over-
sight of abuse and neglect cases and gen-
erally improving procedures.

As you well know, improvement in the fos-
ter care system is of growing concern in
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Texas as well as a national issue. I enclose a
recent resolution of the Conference of Chief
Justices and the Conference of State Court
Administrators ‘“In Support of Reforms to
Improve the Outcomes for Children in the
Child Welfare System”’.

Thanks, as always, for your consideration.

Cordially,
NATHAN L. HECHT,
Chief Justice.

CONFERENCE OF CHIEF JUSTICES AND CON-
FERENCE OF STATE COURT ADMINISTRATORS
RESOLUTION 5—IN SUPPORT OF REFORMS TO IM-

PROVE THE OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN IN THE

CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM

Whereas, the Conference of Chief Justices
and the Conference of State Court Adminis-
trators recognize the importance of securing
safe and permanent homes for children and
the importance of moving children in state
custody to permanent and safe homes as
quickly as possible through the efficient and
effective handling of child abuse and neglect
cases; and

Whereas, the Conferences have made child
welfare system reform a priority and under-
taken initiatives to strengthen court over-
sight of child welfare cases; and

Whereas, Congress is considering a number
of legislative proposals that seek to improve
the outcomes for children coming to the at-
tention of the child welfare system; and

Whereas, the legislative proposals have
provisions that would:

allow states to use Title IV-E funds for
time-limited prevention services for eligible
children who are candidates for foster care
at “imminent risk’” of entering or re-enter-
ing foster care but who can safely remain at
home or with a kinship caregiver if provided
services, or pregnant and parenting youth in
foster care, or parents or kin caregivers of
children at risk of entering foster care;

allow Title IV-E funds to be used to pro-
vide evidence-based time-limited prevention
services for up to 12 months when an inter-
vention is necessary;

require state child welfare agencies to de-
velop a prevention plan for each case that
lists the services or assistance needed and
identifies the permanency goal for a child,
how services are tied to the placement and
permanency goal and are trauma-informed
in order to receive time-limited prevention
services;

allow for a child to receive a Title IV-E
maintenance payment when placed with a
parent in a residential substance abuse
treatment facility;

provide short-term financial assistance
through Title IV-B for up to three months
for a child’s parent or Kkinship caregivers
when it can be demonstrated that such as-
sistance can prevent a child from entering
foster care;

eliminate the time limit on the use of
Title IV-B funds for family reunification
services for children in foster care;

require states to take steps to safely re-
duce the inappropriate use of congregate/
group care for children in the child welfare
system;

require state child welfare agencies, at the
initial placement and subsequent state re-
views and permanency hearings, to dem-
onstrate why the child cannot be served in a
least restrictive placement and document ef-
forts it has made to place the child into a
more family-like setting;

require state child welfare agencies to con-
duct an assessment of appropriate placement
prior to each permanency hearing or review;

require courts to review the assessment of
the initial congregate care placements and
updated assessments of congregate care
placements and approve or disapprove those
placements;
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condition receipt of Court Improvement
Program funding on the provision of training
for judges about new federal policies on
placement of foster children in non-family
settings;

amend the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require a state plan for
academic content and achievement stand-
ards to describe how the state will ensure
the educational stability of children in fos-
ter care and include assurances that: a foster
child will remain or be enrolled in the child’s
school of origin absent a determination that
such enrollment is not in the child’s best in-
terest; if such a determination is made, the
child will be immediately enrolled in a new
school, which must immediately contact the
child’s previous school to obtain relevant
records; and the state will designate a point
of contact for child welfare agencies; and

allow states to certify that the state will
provide assistance and services under the
John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence
Program to youths who have aged out of fos-
ter care and have not attained age 23; and

Whereas, state courts, in their oversight
role, have a responsibility to insure that
state child welfare agencies are complying
with these new federal policies and require-
ments; and

Whereas, while these added responsibilities
will lengthen the time of court hearings, the
Conference of Chief Justices and the Con-
ference of State Court Administrators are
committed to working with Congress and the
United States Department of Health and
Human Services to effectively implement
the new policies and requirements: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Conference of Chief Jus-
tices and the Conference of State Court Ad-
ministrators urge Congress to give favorable
consideration to these legislative proposals;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Conference of Chief Jus-
tices and the Conference of State Court Ad-
ministrators further urge Congress and the
United States Department of Health and
Human Services to provide adequate funding
to state courts to: provide training for
judges and court personnel so that they un-
derstand and comply with the federal poli-
cies and requirements; develop resources and
best court practices; and fully implement
these resources and best practices.

Adopted as proposed by the CCJ/COSCA
Courts, Children, and Families Committee at
the Conference of State Court Administra-
tors 2015 Midyear Meeting on December 5,
2015 and at the Conference of Chief Justices
2016 Midyear Meeting on February 3, 2016.

———

HONORING COMMAND SGT. MAJ.
TONIA WALKER

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Command Sgt. Maj. Tonia Tuwarne
Walker on her retirement from the United
States Army.

Tonia is a native of Columbia, S.C., and en-
listed in the Army in 1987. Tonia has served
our nation honorably over her long and distin-
guished career spanning numerous assign-
ments, most notably two deployments to Iraq.
A decorated combat veteran, Tonia earned
dozens of awards, including a Bronze Star.

In 2012, Tonia joined the Pentagon as a
Congressional Legislative Liaison. | was fortu-
nate to have her on my staff as a Department
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of Defense Fellow. Her hands-on experience
and in-depth knowledge of national security af-
fairs assisted me greatly in my role as a sen-
ior member of the House Armed Services
Committee.

Mr. Speaker, Tonia has dedicated herself to
the United States Army every day for nearly
30 years. | want to thank Tonia, her husband
Ray, and their beautiful family for serving our
community and country and for the many sac-
rifices they have made. | also want to thank
Tonia for her friendship, and wish her all the
best in her future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE APPLESETH
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate George
Appleseth, a member of the 2016 lowa Boys
2A State Golf Tournament Championship
Team.

George, and his teammates at Panorama
High School, persevered through a tough sea-
son. With steady and consistent play at the
state tournament, these students showed the
state of lowa that they were worthy of a state
championship two years in a row.

Mr. Speaker, George’s determination, hard
work, commitment and teamwork is what con-
tributed to the stellar success of his team. His
willingness to give it his best effort is what will
be valuable later in life and | am honored to
represent George in the United States Con-
gress. | ask my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating George Appleseth and his team
for competing and winning this rigorous com-
petition. We all share in wishing him nothing
but continued success.

———

RECOGNIZING BOETJE’'S STONE
GROUND MUSTARD’S SUCCESS
AS 2016 GRAND CHAMPION

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Boetje’s Stone Ground Mustard,
which recently was named Grand Champion in
the 2016 World-Wide Mustard Competition.

In the late 19th century, Fred Boetje began
making stoneground Dutch mustard in his ga-
rage in Rock Island, lllinois. To this day,
Boetje’s is still a Quad Cities-based company
and is gaining international recognition for
their excellent and unique product. In fact,
Boetje’s is the first grainy mustard to win the
Grand Champion award in the World-Wide
Mustard Competition’s history. Previously, in
2008, it took first prize in the “Best Coarse
Grained” category at the World-Wide Mustard
Competition, and in 2002, their mustard was
named the “Best lllinois Food Product” by llli-
nois Magazine.

Mr. Speaker, | want to again recognize
Boetje’s Mustard’s victory in being named
Grand Champion at the 2016 World-Wide
Mustard Festival, and | wish them even more
success in the future.
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RESOLUTION HONORING THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE JAMES
MEREDITH MARCH AGAINST
FEAR

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of a bipartisan resolution | introduced
today with my colleagues TRENT KELLY,
BENNIE THOMPSON and GREGG HARPER in
honor of the 50th anniversary of the James
Meredith March Against Fear.

Senator ROGER WICKER recently offered a
similar resolution in the Senate with his col-
leagues Senator THAD COCHRAN and JEANNE
SHAHEEN. The Senate swiftly passed that res-
olution, and | hope the House will do the same
with the one we introduced today.

Fifty years ago last month, after already
making history at the University of Mississippi,
James Meredith risked his life once again by
organizing a march from Memphis, Tennessee
to Jackson, Mississippi to encourage African
Americans to register to vote. This was not
long after passage of the landmark Voting
Rights Act, and a march like this—into the
heart of Mississippi—was anything but safe.

Sure enough, Meredith was brutally shot
and wounded.

Civil rights leaders quickly met at the Cen-
tenary United Methodist Church in Memphis to
plan a resumption of the march. They were
aided by the church’s courageous Reverend
James M. Lawson.

They were also aided by the Memphis chap-
ter of the N.A.A.C.P. and civil rights leaders
Maxine and Vasco Smith, Jesse Turner, Rus-
sell Sugarmon, and A.W. Willis, among others.

The next day, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Floyd McKissick, and Stokely Carmichael re-
sumed the Meredith March Against Fear.

By the time marchers reached Jackson,
4,000 African Americans in Mississippi had
registered to vote.

This was a great moment in the history of
voting rights in our country, and | urge my col-
leagues to help us pay homage to it by pass-
ing this resolution.

RECOGNIZING KAREN J. LEE
HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Ms. Karen J. Lee,
a Community Programs Specialist with the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA). Karen retired on June 30, 2016, after
33 years and 11 months of federal service.

Karen started her federal career working for
the Department of Defense from 1980 to
1992. In May of 1992, she began working as
a Temporary Clerk Typist within the Rural
Housing agency of USDA Rural Development.
Later that year, she was converted to a per-
manent member of the Community and Busi-
ness Programs staff. In December of 1993,
she was promoted to State Loan Technician
and in January 2002, further promoted to
Community and Business Programs Specialist.
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